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As an organization that represents one of Connecticut’s largest industry
sectors, we support providing health coverage choices for all residents;
promoting wellness and preventative care; and managing cost conirols to
keep healthcare affordable. The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
[PPACA] directs each state to create a Health Insurance Exchange for many
of the same reasons. Co-led by Lieutenant Governor Nancy Wyman and
OPM Secretary Ben Barnes, Connecticut’s plan for an Exchange has made
noticeable progress, with the Exchange board logging in countless hours as
they work towards the federal deadline of 2014. Specifically, the work of
the Exchange will:

o Develop standards of quality, transparency and plan cost limitations

o (Create public education platforms so that individuals and businesses
can understand and trust the new system of purchasing healthcare

o Decide which state mandates will be included in the offered plans

e Coordinate with new federal rules of expansion of Medicaid
coverage

e Promote greater transparency through the use of technology

As a result, the State’s Exchange is designed to expand coverage, provide
more health care choices, provide transparency and lower health care costs
for Connecticut residents and businesses. With all the work currently
underway, it is important that we wait until the Exchange is formally
launched to Connecticut consumers before we complicate the process with
unnecessary legislation that could impede its delivery. For this reason, we
oppose SB 259. Thank you for your consideration.
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